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PRELIMINARY AMENDMENT A 

Sir: 

Please enter this Amendment A prior to consideration of the above-referenced 
application: 

IN THE SPECIFICATION 

At page 1, line 1, please change the title to ~ "Process for Testing Catalysts 
using Thermography" - . 

At page 1, line 2 5 please insert the following paragraph: 

This application is a continuation of co-pending U.S. Ser. No. 09/499,956 
filed February 8, 2000, which is a divisional of U.S. Ser. No. 08/664,836 filed June 17, 
1996 and issued as U.S. Patent No. 6,063,633, which itself claims the benefit of U.S. Ser. 
No. 60/012,457 filed February 28, 1996. - 
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IN THE CLAIMS 

Please add new claims 1- 32 as follows. An indication of the new claims is 
provided in Appendix A. 

1 . (new) A method for evaluating a plurality of candidate catalysts, the 
method comprising 

providing a plurality of candidate catalysts having differing compositions 
in a parallel reactor, the reactor comprising one or more temperature sensors in 
thermal communication with each of the plurality of candidate catalysts, 

simultaneously contacting the plurality of candidate catalysts with one or 
more reactants under reaction conditions to catalyze at least one reaction with each of 
the plurality of candidate catalysts, 

detecting temperature changes due to the heat of reaction of the catalyzed 
reactions using the temperature sensors, and 

determining the relative efficacy of the plurality of candidate catalysts 
based on the detected temperature changes. 

2. (new) The method of claim 1 wherein the plurality of candidate 
catalysts are provided at a plurality of sites on a common support. 

3. (new) The method of claim 1 wherein each of the plurality of candidate 
catalysts are tagged or labeled to identify particular catalyst candidates, the method 
further comprising 

collecting candidate catalysts showing catalytic activity, and 
analyzing the tag or label of the collected candidate catalysts to determine 
the catalyst candidates having catalytic activity. 



4. (new) The method of claim 2 wherein the support is a plate or sheet 
having a surface comprising the candidate-catalyst-containing sites. 
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5. (new) The method of claim 2 wherein the support is a plate having a 
plurality of wells as candidate-catalyst-containing sites. 

6. (new) The method of claim 2 wherein the support is a monolithic 
support comprising a plurality of reaction channels as candidate-catalyst-containing 
sites. 



7. (new) The method of claim 2 wherein each of the plurality of candidate 
catalysts is in its own site on the support. 

8. (new) The method of claim 2 wherein the temperature sensors are 
located in the vicinity of the candidate catalysts. 

9. (new) The method of claim 1 wherein the plurality of catalyst 
candidates are chemical conversion catalysts. 

10. (new) The method of claim 1 wherein the plurality of catalyst 
candidates are hydrocarbon conversion catalysts. 

1 1 . (new) The method of claim 1 wherein the plurality of catalyst 
candidates are inorganic catalysts. 

12. (new) The method of claim 1 wherein the plurality of catalyst 
candidates are metals or metal oxides. 



13. (new) The method of claim 1 wherein the plurality of catalyst 
candidates are transition metals or transition metal oxides. 



14. (new) The method of claim 1 wherein the plurality of catalyst 
candidates are zeolites. 
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15. (new) The method of claim 1 wherein the plurality of catalyst 
candidates are metallocenes. 

16. (new) The method of claim 1 wherein the plurality of catalyst 
candidates are enzymes. 

17. (new) The method of claim 1 wherein the plurality of catalyst 
candidates are cells. 

18. (new) The method of claim 1 wherein the plurality of catalyst 
candidates are supported catalysts. 

19. (new) The method of claim 1 wherein the plurality of candidate 
catalysts are simultaneously contacted with the one or more reactants in a plurality of 
reactor channels formed in a monolithic support. 

20. (new) The method of claim 1 wherein the one or more reactants are in 
the gas phase. 

21 . (new) The method of claim 1 wherein the one or more reactants are in 
the liquid phase. 

22. (new) The method of claim 1 wherein the plurality of candidate 
catalysts comprises fifteen candidate catalysts. 



23. (new) The method of claim 1 wherein the plurality of candidate 
catalysts comprises twenty-four candidate catalysts. 



EMLN: EL910745431US 
Attorney Docket No.: 2000-046CON2 

PATENT 

24. (new) The method of claim 1 wherein the plurality of candidate 
catalysts are contacted with the one or more reactants under reaction conditions that 
include a temperature greater than 100 °C, and additionally, or alternatively, a 
pressure of greater than 1 bar. 

25. (new) The method of claim 1 wherein the plurality of candidate 
catalysts are formed by calcining catalyst precursors at different temperatures. 



26. (new) The method of claim 1 wherein the plurality of candidate 
catalysts are provided at a plurality of sites on a common support, each of the 
plurality of candidate catalysts being in its own site on the support. 

27. (new) The method of claim 1 wherein the plurality of candidate 
catalysts are simultaneously contacted with the one or more reactants in parallel 
reactor comprising a plurality of reaction channels, each of the plurality of candidate 
catalysts being in its own reaction channel. 

28. (new) The method of claim 27 wherein the parallel reactor comprises a 
plurality of reaction channels in a monolithic support. 

29. (new) The method of claim 27 wherein the parallel reactor is a flow 
reactor and the one or more reactants flow through each of the plurality of reaction 
channels. 



30. (new) The method of claim 27 wherein the parallel reactor is a batch 
reactor pressurized with the one or more reactants. 
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31. (new) A method for evaluating a plurality of candidate catalysts, the 
method comprising 

flowing a reactant-containing stream through each of a plurality of 
reaction channels in a parallel flow reactor, each of the plurality of reaction channels 
comprising an inlet for receiving a reactant-containing stream, an outlet for 
discharging a product-containing stream, a catalyst-candidate, and one or more 
temperature sensors in thermal communication with the catalyst candidate, the 
plurality of candidate catalysts having different compositions as compared between 
the plurality of reaction channels, 

simultaneously contacting the plurality of candidate catalysts with one or 
more reactants under reaction conditions to catalyze at least one reaction in each of 
the plurality of reaction channels, 

detecting temperature changes due to the heat of reaction of the catalyzed 
reactions using the temperature sensors, and 

determining the relative efficacy of the plurality of candidate catalysts 
based on the detected temperature changes. 

32. (new) A method for evaluating a plurality of candidate catalysts, the 
method comprising 

providing a plurality of candidate catalysts having differing compositions 
at a plurality of sites on a common support, 

simultaneously contacting the plurality of candidate catalysts with one or 
more reactants in a parallel reactor under reaction conditions to catalyze at least one 
reaction with each of the plurality of candidate catalysts, the reactor comprising one 
or more temperature sensors in thermal communication with each of the plurality of 
candidate catalysts, 

detecting temperature changes due to the heat of reaction of the catalyzed 
reactions using the temperature sensors, and 

determining the relative efficacy of the plurality of candidate catalysts 
based on the detected temperature changes. 



EMLN: EL910745431US 



Attorney Docket No.: 2000-046CON2 

PATENT 



REMARKS 



The Applicant respectfully requests examination of the new claims presented 
herewith. No new matter has been added by any of the new claims. 

The Examiner is hereby authorized to charge the fees for the new claims, as set 
forth in the accompanying Transmittal, to Deposit Account No. 50-0496. The Examiner 
is also authorized to charge any other payments due or to credit any overpayments 
relating to this application to Deposit Account No. 50-0496. 
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